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Itis just the opposite in mixed marriages; the couple becomes united by the ties of marriage
in order to gain a wife or to gain a husband. A child doesn’t enter alt all in this equation. Nobody
even considers religion which should be the foundation of education and upbringing. For this
reason, Pope Pius XII addresses this issue when he writes: “Hence it is sad to see that children from
mixed marriages often turn away from faith rather quickly and then extremely quickly they fall into
religious indifference which is only a step away from unbelief and a total lack of religion.
Experience proves this to be true. The majority of children from mixed marriages fall away from the
faith. The majority of those who do not fall away are indifferent. Mixed marriages are a great danger
for the progeny. Every Catholic young person should remember that it is not enough to have a
Catholic birth certificate and therefore should never consider marriage with an indifferent or bad
Catholic. All the more, a Catholic should not even think of a mixed marriage.

There is yet another pestilence; it is not modern because it is as old as the world and like a
cancer, it affects the sanctity of marriage. This moral cancer is none other than the practice of
artificially limiting the number of children. Some do not allow conception to take place, others put
out the life that is just beginning to develop in the womb of the would-be mother. Such actions are
not just one crime but a concentration of many crimes.

If this criminal invention was an exception, I would throw a heavy cloak of silence on it, but
unfortunately, it creeps in openly onto the arena of live and very few people have an aversion to
this reptile. We already have many clinics in which certain wise men of the teaching world dispense
free information and advice to married couples as to how to avoid having children and how to
murder a child. Using various pretenses they recommend this abuse as a necessity of life. Their
main argument is the difficulty in maintaining a d bringing up a greater number of children. To
these people we can literally apply the statement of the Apostle James: “This is not the wisdom that
comes from on high, but the earthly, sensual, diabolic wisdom, the invention of Satan, a murderer
from the beginning.

The Church is doing everything within its power to contain the spread of this evil. It
reminds coup-les and will continue to remind them that the greatest honor and merit before God
and people is the dignity of fatherhood and motherhood; that the greatest necessity of a married
couple is to pray for children; that in order to maintain and raise a number of children, they must
only regulate the level of their family life, they must not multiply the senseless fancies of their
children and youth; they must involve their children in work to upkeep the home and teach them
from their earliest years to be satisfied with a little and to bear with one another.

The Church understands perfectly and considers the fact that the present conditions of life
are difficult, full of worries and struggles. But, no difficulty in life, no endeavors can justify the
trampling of God’s law or breaking the natural law. He who is a practical person, who has his eyes
wide open, who is carefully watching that which is happening, that person will state without any
difficulty, that the source of these transgressions is not misery or poverty, but the deafening of
conscience, an uncontrolled desire to use laziness and a running away from dedication and
sacrifice.
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After all, the crime of artificially limiting the birth of children had its beginning among the
elite, the aristocracy, the wealthy and the rich and from there was carried over to the lower states,
to the poor people.

The Church punishes severely those married couples who benefit from the law of marriage,
but at the same time deliberately avoid the lawful fulfillment of the most important obligation of
marriage and deliberately avoid and throw away the responsibility of fatherhood and motherhood.
To such a married couple, if hey stubbornly persist in this disobedience and they do0 not want to
give up this abuse, the Church refuses to give absolution. The Church makes no exceptions in this
matter, for it can’t because it is not permitted. It can never listen to tricky and treacherous advice
like it’s better to sacrifice something from religion or something from ethics in order to save the
whole; wanting to seemingly save the whole by sacrificing even one article of faith, or even one
commandment: Thou shalt not kill means to exactly erase and lose the whole of religion.

For the benefit of those who maybe did not hear the two previous talks, allow me to stress
what was said: Marriage is an institution directly instituted by God the Creator. Among Christians, it
is also a sacrament. Christ gave the administration of the sacraments only to His Church. Only the
Church has the authority to determine under what circumstances and in what form Christians,
members of the Church, are to make their marriage. On that basis, the Church also ruled that if two
Catholics want to get married, and even if only one party was Catholic and the other was of another
faith, they must, under the threat of the invalidity of their marriage, express agreement to their
married life before a Catholic priest. The Church insists on this in order to safeguard marriage from
abuse.

Marriage, a purely civil affair between Catholics is not a true marriage, but a living with a
concubine, or living together on faith. Marriage, legally contracted between Christians, even if the
married couple after the wedding lived together for even the shortest time cannot be invalidated
neither because of infidelity, nor due to infertility, nor due to the fact that one has fallen away from
the faith. It is only the death of one of the couple that can sever the bond of marriage.

In defending the indissolubility of marriage, the Church defends the truths of God, defends
civilization and defends the foundation of nations. On the power of its experience over a period of
over 2,000 years, the Church teaches and warns us that divorces not only do not increase the
number of happy marriages, but they diminish that number; not only do they not spread or increase
public morals, but they suppress them, stifle and destroy them.

Divorces are a refuge for people who are selfish, egoists, who only think of themselves,
excluding all dedication, all mortification and all sacrifice. Divorces are traps, a snare left on a weak,
unstable character, excited in the business of human flesh.

In carrying out the process of divorce, not only is one crime committed, but an entire series
of crimes, as for example: lies, faithlessness, fraud, bribery and perjury.

The Catholic Church is not a tyrant or an oppressor. It always was, is and will be the best,
the most tender, most benevolent mother towards her children. When she sees that between a
wedded couple there is an actual impossibility of their living together, the Church allows for a so-
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called separation or a separation from bed and cohabitation, however, with this warning that they
each must live alone as a single person until the death of his/her spouse. Neither of them, as long as
the other is living, can enter into a valid marriage with another. That is all that the Church can do
for Christian married couples. It cannot do more; it did not receive the permission or authority from
God to do more.

To end this, allow me to add a few words of warning for our young people. Our parents had
the custom of saying: “Every person is the blacksmith of his own Happiness.” Everyone must
hammer out on his own anvil his own happiness in the sweat of his brow. In this meaning, the
engaged couple are builders. Everyone is in a certain meaning building his own family hearth or
home. Although the saying claims that marriages are made in heaven, this family hearth or home
does not fall from heaven ready-made. The future married couple must themselves build their own
nest. They must prepare it for themselves.

Concerning the matter of preparing for marriage, Pope Pius XII writes: “One cannot deny
that a strong foundation for a happy marriage and the extermination of an unhappy one rises in the
souls of young men and young maidens when they are yet children and also in adolescents. But, if
before marriage they looked for pleasure in everything for themselves, and if they indulged their
passions, there is a fear that they are going to be the same as they were before marriage; that in the
end they will reap what they had sown namely within the home there will be sadness, sorrow,
mutual contempt, quarreling, jealousy and a reluctance to live a common life and that which is
worse, they will find themselves alone with their unmanageable passions.”

God does not work unnecessary miracles. In vain these newlyweds look for a miraculous
change in t he character of their partner. In marriage, for the most part, everyone will be the same
as he/she was before marriage. The young man is a man and a father; the young girl is a wife and
mother. Youth is a type of seminary from which men and fathers, wives and mothers emerge.

The engagement period should be the novitiate before marriage and not a time for letting go
or loosening the reins. A chaste time of engagement leads to a solid, indissoluble marriage which
brings up good Christian and brave people.
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March 30, 1952
[ greet all of you my dear country men with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

During the past two weeks I received an unusual number of letters from Canadian
settlements, from people living in the area stretching from Port Erie to Toronto. There was nothing
to be happy about in these letters, on the contrary they point out the sad reality that among a
certain part of our Polish people in Canada, not only a certain coldness and indifference to matters
of faith prevails, but it shows a certain hatred of the Church which shows up in their arrogant
disregard of the laws of God and of the Church.

Thus a part of the Polish-Canadians seldom go to church and even fewer of them frequent
the Sacraments; they postpone the Baptism of their children from year to year. Their civil marriages
are multiplying and those on faith - men who left their lawful wife in Poland are contracting such
marriages on the right and on the left. Such marriages are also contracted by women whose
husbands are either in Poland, Great Britain or some other country. Often these women have left
several children in Poland where they are suffering, weeping and praying for the return of their
prodigal father and their wicked mother.

The Polish people in Canada more and more and in greater numbers are entering into
marriages that are mixed not only in nationalities, but also in religions and they are making their
wedding vows in churches that are not Catholic.

Divorce often happens among them, leaving a family poor and needy which causes
delinquency among the children who roam the streets without any parental care.

I hope that our Polish people in Canada have listened to our last two broadcasts on the
Rosary Hour for they dealt with the theme of marriage. Today’s talk on the radio is an ending to the
three preceding talks. It is entitled:

A CLEAN MARRIAGE OR THE DEGRADATION OF PEOPLE

I am repeating once more with emphasis - marriage was not instituted or renewed by
people, but by God, the Creator of all creatures. It was this creation that Christ the Lord fortified
with His laws, strengthened and elevated it, therefore these laws cannot be subject to any human
opinion or any mutual agreement between husband and wife.

Such is the teaching of Holy Scripture, such is the generally oral unmoved announcement by
the Church, such is the solemn definition of the Council of Trent which announces and confirms in
words of Holy Scripture that the unbroken and indissoluble bond of marriage along with its unity
and power come from God its Creator.

In 1930 Pope Pius XI wrote “It is no longer only in secret, but publicly, with shameless
sincerity that the sanctity of marriage is trampled and ridiculed by word and in print, in theaters, in
romances, in erotic stories and satires, in movies and radio lectures, in a word, in all of our latest
inventions. Divorces, adulteries and various vices and depravities are either praised or presented in
such an alluring fashion, as though there was nothing sinful in them.
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Publications are appearing that are praised as educational but dealing with the same things,
having assumed the look of educational material in order to more easily gain the confidence of the
readers. Principles advertised in them are presented as the results of modern studies, and these
studies which are trying to establish only those truths and to throw off the worn-out superstitions
of the ancestors. Among all of these old fashioned opinions, the traditional Christian principles of
marriage are also moved and thrown out. Such opinions infect people of every stratum, the rich and
the poor, the workers and the employer, the learned and the simple, the single and the married, the
pious and the impious, the mature person and the youth, and for its snares these are especially
dangerous, since they can be caught more easily.”

1 have already spoken extensively about the reasons that people give to justify a divorce. To
those reasons which I had mentioned before, I am adding a few new ones.

This one is first: “A good society demands that a childless marriage be cancelled because it
does not fulfill its purpose.” Let me call to your attention the fact that a good society demands above
all that no one trample God’s law. And exactly the indissolubility of marriage is one of the most
sacred laws of God. The theory that a childless marriage is useless swerves from the truth, since
besides the main purpose of marriage there are secondary ones; mutual help and the preservation
of mutual love until, death.

The second: “A divorce is necessary because one side is sick.” If the given side was sick
before the marriage, then the other side had a chance to learn the truth by having a longer
engagement period demanded by the Church, or from a physical examination before the wedding,
or if the second party became very ill after the wedding. Then, how does this reconcile the leaving
of one’s partner to whom at the wedding one has vowed fidelity and love until death?

The third: “My husband left me with our children and without any means of support and he
went to live with another woman. Therefore, I should be permitted to live with another man who is
good to my children.” No one gave him the right to do wrong to you and your children. If your
husband broke his vows and is living in debauchery, should you be allowed to imitate him?
Persevere in your position and God will somehow help you and good people will not refuse you aid
and support. It is exactly in such instances that we have numerous examples of noble, sacrificing
and dedicated mothers, who having been deserted by faithless husbands, raised here children to be
brave and honest people.

Fourth: “We must get a divorce because my husband committed a crime and brought shame
to me and the children.” If the offence is small and the harm is minimal, the law of love commands
you to forgive. If the crime is serious and the shame is detrimental the Church allows for a
separation, never for the severance of the bond of marriage.

Some free thinker once said to Conrad Pilarski: “The Church counts too little on the mood of
the masses. If in the matter of divorce a plebiscite were to be arranged, definitely many Catholics
would declare themselves for divorce.”

In this argument, he received such an answer: “There are truths which do not need any
voting. No plebiscite can succeed in showing that two times two no longer makes four. In the same
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way, in matters of faith and morality a plebiscite does not help. It is here that the Church decides,
and not the street.

The fact that one or two Catholics would give their vote for divorce doesn’t prove anything.
The outcasts of society happen everywhere but, in general Catholics have the same opinion in this
case as the Catholic Church.”

Pope Leo XIII, in 1880 wrote in his encyclical: “Divorces are the greatest enemy of certain
families and entire states. They are born from the corrupt customs of a society and as the practice
of life states they open the approach to the worst deviations in the life of individuals and society.”

Pope Pius XI thinks that “as many benefits flow from the indissolubility of marriage, that is
how much unhappiness flows out from divorces, unspeakable losses for the individuals and for all
of human society.”

I will mention the main ones - the fall of the family: Again Pope Leo XIII compares
indissoluble marriage with marriage that is threatened by an easy divorce and he expresses himself
in these words: “Here where the principle of indissolubility is observed, we see the bonds of
marriage happy in their permanence and confirmation; there where married couples divorce or at
least have the possibility of getting a divorce, their marital bonds become uncertain, or anxiety and
suspicion torment them.

Here, the matter of a safe birth is provided along with care and the upbringing of children
while there, everything is a threat to its existence.

Here, above all else, the dignity and the duties of a woman are successfully returned to her
while there they are unworthily trampled, and at the same time, the wives are exposed to the
danger that their husbands will leave them if they would not want to give in to their whims and
fancies.”

These life experiences totally confirm what the Pope said almost 70 years ago. The fear of a
divorce is the cause of mutual distrust, worries of an uncertain tomorrow and an obstacle to true
love between a married couple.

The possibility of getting a divorce causes the fact that if one of the married couple begins to
tire of their common life, he/she looks for ways and means by which they can get a divorce as
quickly as possible. He/she deliberately and purposely creates dissension, so that the other party
would become disgusted with the bonds of marriage. It moves all the way up to betrayal or
infidelity, as long as it gives greater ease in the process of gaining a divorce. As proof of this, read
the court cases dealing with divorce.

The second effect of divorce is the brutal ill treatment or abuse of women. A woman credits
her dignity to her position in the family, as a lifelong companion to her husband and the mother and
protector of the family hearth. What is left to her when the bond of marriage is loosened and the
family hearth is extinguished? She is then left to the male’s caprice, who with all coarseness and
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ruthlessness he makes the most of his physical advantage over a woman. In marriage, there must be
arestraint otherwise a woman loses her meaning, her dignity and her worth.

Passion is capable of so blinding a person, that he tot ally forgets about his most sacred
vows. For example how many married couples lived in harmony several years after they married as
long as the wife was healthy and had the strength to work. But when sickness deprived her of
health and beauty, her husband began looking around for another. He was ready to push away, to
abandon and to forget about his wife and children. In such instances, the indissolubility of marriage
comes to the woman's help. The husband knows that he can’t get a divorce. Because of this, he gives
up his chase and his unworthy intentions and he deals with his loss.

The third result of divorce is the neglect of children. A worthy upbringing and education of
children demands not only a lot of time but also the good-natured cooperation of the married
couple. Parents, from their title as parents have the duty to dedicate themselves for the happiness
of the child and create in the home an atmosphere of harmony, mutual trust and love, so that from
its earliest years the child would be surrounded with the warmth of a family.

If there is a lack of a father or a mother, the child feels this lack and his upbringing is
crippled and limps. That is why a divorce, for whatever reason, is a blow to the good and to the
happiness of a child. After a divorce, a child becomes a loafer in the life of his egoistic parents he
falls into disregard and often becomes a child of the street. Here one cannot talk of a normal
upbringing of a child. This child will always feel that a great harm has been done to him since he
was taken away from a very close individual, be it mother or father..

The harm done to a child by a divorce influences the harm of a nation. A child brought up in
abnormal circumstances will not grow he cannot grow into a useful citizen. Will society be able to
be proud of him? The facts of life are against this.

In the measure that divorces are multiplying, the nation’s cradles are standing empty and
the nation is dying out. For nature will not allow the trampling of the laws that God gave it without
there being a punishment. On this point I end my discussion of divorce.

There is, however, one danger that threatens the sanctity and the indissolubility of marriage
and that is the practice that is becoming more and more frequent - the practice which is becoming
more and more general - contracting mixed marriages concerning religion. Canon 1060 of Church
Law teaches us: “The Catholic Church most sternly forbids marriage between two baptized
individuals one of whom is Catholic while the other belongs to a heretical or schismatic sect.” In
other words, the Church forbids marriage between Catholics and other non-Catholic Christians.

The main reasons why the Church forbids mixed marriages is explained by Pope Leo XIII is
his encyclical About Marriage where he says, “It is not permitted to easily contract marriage with
people of other faiths because it is difficult to expect that minds that differ in relation to religion,
could possibly agree on other matters ... they also expose the Catholic partner to the danger of the
loss of his/her faith and is an obstacle in the good upbringing of their children. It also leads to the
fact that the married couple becomes accustomed to consider all religions as equally good.”
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It is true that sometimes the Catholic Church gives a dispensation in special cases in order
to avoid a greater evil. In such cases, the Church demands a guarantee that all of their children will
be raised in the Catholic religion, that the Catholic partner in this marriage will not encounter any
obstacles in the fulfillment of his/her religious duties, that he/she will try to prudently win over the
non-Catholic to the Catholic faith.

Mixed marriages have become the broad highway on which many walk to their eternal
damnation. It is very rarely that the Catholic partner of such a marriage does not suffer any loss.
There is a certain danger attached to mixed marriages. Why? According to the teaching of the
Church, the benefits of marriage are the sacrament, fidelity and progeny. A mixed marriage
constitutes a danger for the sacrament for the fidelity and for the progeny. Let me explain: For
Christians, the word sacrament is not an empty word, only a sound since Christ elevated the
marriage of His faithful followers to a true sacrament, made it a sign and a source of personal
internal grace through which He perfected natural love, strengthened their indissoluble unity and
sanctified the married couple.

But mixed marriage, as the very name indicates, in those things which for a believer,
constitutes holiness, mainly the faith and a religious life, brings in a difference in views, opinions
and pursuits. There is no unity of souls, nor any unity of hearts.

Mixed marriages are dangerous for fidelity or faithfulness. Marital faithfulness depends
upon a reciprocal keeping of the marriage contract. The contract decides, or rather the two sides
making this contract decide whether they have the intention of contracting marriage and
contracting it with this individual, or whether they don’t have this intention but the very essence of
marriage does not depend on the freedom of the person in so far that who has once married, he/she
is bound by the laws of God and His attributes.

Since the fidelity of marriage depends on the reciprocal conscientious observance of the
marriage contract, therefore that faithfulness demands that the married couple pattern themselves
in everything on God’s law and the natural law. In order that their marital faithfulness would begin
to shine in all its splendor, even the intimate life of this couple should bear the sign of modesty.

If today’s reformers of marriage, or rather its destroyers, with all of their means and forces,
with talks, books, writings and all kinds of ways already even in a Catholic prison managed to bring
about a confusion of ideas and a corruption of hearts, it is easy to understand that beyond the
Catholic religion there exists a terrifying savage grasp of ethical, moral grounds.

For a person who is tied in marriage to a modern person who pays homage to marital
wantonness, this marriage is equal to martyrdom. In such a marriage, for the one who is a believer,
the path is open either to despair or to roll in the mud of immorality.

A mixed marriage is a constant danger threatening one’s faithfulness to the laws of marriage
that were instituted by God. A mixed marriage is dangerous for the children. The main purpose of
marriage is a child. To enter into a contract of marriage means; before all else, to find a father and a
mother who would be capable of raising a future child. In other words be educators.




